
Presidentôs Report:   
    As President of the Salmon Arm Museum and 

Heritage Association, I am pleased to report the 

appointment of Susan Mackie as our new General 

Manager.   Many of you will recognize Susan. For the 

last two years sheôs been our Visitor Services 

Coordinator.  

    Promoting our VSC to the position of General 

Manager is a first for our organization. Susan is 

capably taking over the reins as GM with personal 

experience at the Village.  She knows how this 

organization functions from the ground up. 

    Susan and her husband Bruce moved to the Salmon 

Arm from Nakusp, BC.  There she ran her own 

business, worked for Halcyon Hot Springs, and 

worked with the Nakusp Music Festival.  Susanôs 

warm and friendly personality blends well with our 

organization.  I am the first to admit that it is not 

always easy to work for a Board in the Not for Profit 

sector. At R.J. Haney Heritage Village and Museum 

we partner with many groups, businesses, and 

volunteers, and Susanôs public relations skills are a 

great asset. She handles challenges well, always with a 

smile on her face. 

    It is evident by Susanôs energy and imagination that 

she is well suited to this new position.  If you havenôt 

yet met her, please come out to the Village and 

introduce yourself.                       

    Weôve restructured the General Manager and 

Visitor Services Coordinator positions, streamlining 

operations. Susan is at the Village on a regular basis, 

year-round. 

    Thank you to everyone who has volunteered or 

attended our events this year.  It has been the most 

successful year we have had to date.  With recent 

cutbacks from the Provincial government, it is 

gratifying that we have received such tremendous  

     

 

 

Heritage Update 
To keep you informed about current heritage news and events, we bring you our 

Heritage Updates via email. We hope you will find these periodic newsletters both 

useful and entertaining. Your feedback is welcome! 
 

 

support from our volunteers, the business community, 

and guests.  Also, Iôd like to recognize the City of 

Salmon Arm for its continued support.  Without all the 

support we receive from so many we could not exist. 
 

Thanks to All, 

Doug Adams 

 

General Managerôs Update:  

 

This past season has been an exciting 

one at Haney Village. For the second 

year in a row we commissioned Peter 

Blacklock to write a play based on local 

characters. ñThe Mystery of Dutch 

Charlieò was a hit; there were 25 shows. 

    It is with the continued support of our long term 

staff member Pamela Tompson that the season runs 

smoothly. Pam has nine years with the Village and 

holds the position of Village Resource Coordinator. 

Pam knows where everything is and in a forty acre 

property, thatôs no small measure. 

    New to our team is Jeanette Clement. She takes 

over the Volunteer Support Clerk position. Jeanette 

brings to us her experience from working at Roots 

and Blues. Some of you might know our newest team 

member. Jeanette grew up in Salmon Arm, was a 

member of the girl band ñStreet Magicò and was 

operations manager at Acorn Music.  Welcome 

Jeanette. 

     As you can see in this newsletter, there are lots of 

new things happening at the Village. The Museum 

building is open year round, Wednesdays and 

Thursdays. Come visit us over the winter! 
 

                                                              Susan Mackie 

 

 

 

Susan Mackie  
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Curatorôs Notes by Deborah Chapman 

 

 

   

   Bonnie Thomas did something 

amazing on October 5th.When she 

stood up at the annual community 

meeting to accept a grant from the 

Shuswap Community Foundation, 

she spoke about community. 

    Bonnie was accepting funding for a ride-on mower for 

the Mary Thomas Cultural Centre and Heritage Sanctuary. 

The grant to the Heritage Sanctuary was a first. The 

Shuswap Community Foundation had never received an 

application nor given money to any Secwepemc group.   

   With grace and ease, Bonnie talked about her mother, the 

much respected late Dr. Mary Thomas. ñWealth,ò her 

mother used to say, "is measured by how much is given 

away." 

   With that simple sentence, Bonnie connected the 

community of grant recipients, donors, and guests. We were 

celebrating the annual awards to community charities. The 

award was part of a chain of events. It started with one 

question from this Curator when I was visiting Bonnie at 

the Sanctuary. We were talking about a new display at 

Haney Heritage Village. I was wearing two hats. The 

second was as the Chair of the Grant Selection Committee. 

All the committee members are on the lookout for 

community groups that do good work, so I asked Bonnie 

what the Heritage Sanctuary needed most. 
   Bonnie thought about the question. She talked to Louis, 

her brother, and colleague at the centre.  
  Louis had been mowing and weed-wacking all summer 

with borrowed mowers and trimmers. Band members were 

generous, but the centre needed its own ride-on mower. 

Anyone visiting the site could see the proper tools were 

needed to do the job, so I approached the Salmon Arm 

Museum's Board of Directors and it agreed to sponsor the 

project. 
   But what did Bonnie Thomas do that was so amazing on 

October 5th? In the true spirit of community, she brought a 

gift. It was a beaded eagle feather, a treasured gift, wrapped 

in a beautiful scarf. You could have heard a pin drop when 

she gave the feather to the donor responsible for the grant, 

Bill Douhaniuk.  
    It was a gift for the giver, drawing a new circle in our 

community. Thank you Bonnie!  
 

Note: Bill Douhaniuk created a fund in memory of his sister, Mary Douhaniuk, 
who spent her nursing career working with the First Nations.  
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Important Dates to remember! 

2012 Schedule 
 

May 16 Village opens for the season 
May 19   Pancake breakfasts - 9am to 11am 

May 27 High Tea (by reservation only) 

June 1 & 2 Relay for Life 
June 9 Quilt Show ñPieces of History Restitched   

June 17 Fatherôs Day 

July1-Aug 24 Dinner Theatre (by reservation only) 

July   8 Pioneer Day/Collectors Fair 

July 21 Music in the Village 

Aug   4   Soirée Fundraiser (by reservation only) 

Aug 12 Classic Car Show 

Sept 16 Harvest Celebration 

Sept 22 Village Closes 

Oct    7 Cemetery Tour 

Oct 27 & 28 Spooktacular 

 

Regular Admission to the Village and 

Museum is by donation. 

See our website www.salmonarmmuseum.org 

 for times and admission to events 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT  

Salmon Arm Museum and Heritage 

Association will host its annual  

EDWARDIAN CHRISTMAS 

PARTY 

Sunday, Dec.11, 2011 

2:00 pm ï Marjorieôs Tea Room 

Guest Speaker: Peter Blacklock 

Bring your favourite dessert! All members 

are encouraged to attend.  For further 

information phone 250-832-5243 

 

November, 2011   
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Building 
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Work began in June: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October and the second floor is revealed: 

 

 

 

A work in progress from the Keeper 

of the Park 

 
    This year Haney House received much of our 

attention. Work progressed on Haney House, from spring 

until October, when we ran out of good painting weather. 

Working on a heritage structure has its complications 

and care is made to get this restoration right. 

     As luck would have it, a careful inspection of the 

house found very little rot. During the restoration 

process, any parts that were unsalvageable were carefully 

replicated. To date the house has a new roof and much of 

it has been re-painted. Funding came from the City of 

Salmon Arm, Heritage Legacy of BC, Job Creation 

Program (in partnership with British Columbia), 

proceeds from our Soiree, Rob Sengotta and his crew 

Shuswap Chefs, and our own Endowment Fund held by 

the Shuswap Community Foundation. Thanks also to 

donations from the Shuswap Quilters Guild and Axel 

Hvidberg of Glass Protect, 90 percent of the house 

windows have had UV filter film applied to them. Our 

curator tells me that this will help the artifacts on display 

ñliveò longer. 

    My crew and volunteers were busy this fall working 

on the Laitinen house. The porch was reconstructed and 

we expect the little log house to receive its new roof any 

day, thanks to a local contractor who specializes in shake 

roofs.   

    Weôve got many projects lined up for the winter 

months. Fortunately, our JCP project has been extended 

and weôll play catch up, addressing many things that 

have been on my to-do list. Already, Iôm looking 

forward to spring! Weôll have a jump start on 

maintenance in the Village.  
 

                                                              Ted McTaggart 

   
      Reg Walters, City of Salmon Arm, and  

      Ted McTaggart inspecting Laitinen House 
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