
 

 

Heritage Update 
To keep you informed about current heritage news and events, we bring you our Heritage Update.  

We hope you will find these periodic newsletters both useful and entertaining.  

Your feedback is welcome! 

President’s Message:  
 

At this year's AGM in May I will be step-

ping down as President of the Salmon Arm 

Museum and Heritage Association. The 

term has been a 20 year commitment.  Be-

fore accepting the leadership challenge, I 

served as the Treasurer for five years.  I 

feel it is time to pass on the torch and we 

have a plan in place for the transition. 

Twenty-five years ago the Society had an outstanding loan for 

$2,000 because it had just purchased its first computer. The fi-

nancial records were in need of help, there was no money in the 

bank, and the annual operational funding totaled $5000 from the 

District of Salmon Arm.  We had taken on the management of 

the Haney property, but there was only one building – Haney 

House  –   to take care of. We still had the Museum downtown 

at the Centennial building which now houses the law firm 

Brooke, Jackson, and Downs. 

What a ride it has been and continues to be.  I am very proud of 

what we have been able to accomplish over the years with a 

volunteer Board, fantastic staff, and very much appreciated vol-

unteers.  We have enjoyed incredible support from the commu-

nity of Salmon Arm. 2013 was our best year ever, with no debt, 

healthy retained earnings, and adequate trust accounts.  Our total 

income was just over $400,000 and we served 13,280 guests. 

The Society will be left in very capable hands and I will con-

tinue as a Director in the coming year.  I am very pleased that 

the Board, Advisory Committee, and the Fund Development 

Committee have embraced the concept to complete the Village 

with a “commercial” core of exhibits at our heritage facility, 

namely the Montebello Block. 

I do want to congratulate all members of the staff, the Advisory 

Committee, and the Board for a job well done. I think we should 

all be proud. 

Continued on page 2 
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A Note From The General Manager: 
 

This is the time of year when I start to get 

excited about the Village opening for the 

season.  A friend mentioned to me the other 

day “The Village must be one of the top 

three places that residents bring friends and 

family to when showcasing the Salmon Arm 

area”.  I answered back, “Why wait for visi-

tors, I think it’s a great place to visit any 

day!”  The Village opens for the season May 

14 and everyone is welcome to come as often as you like.   

 

Start your visit at the Haney House.  Over the past few years the 

house has seen restorations reflecting the beauty of the 1910 Ed-

wardian era.  Guided tours of the house are available upon request 

for  $5.00 per person.  Stroll through the heritage gardens in the 

yard of the house and you cannot help but notice the variety of rose 

bushes and the heritage vegetable garden all tended to by the Vil-

lage Gardener, Norm Klassen.  The gardens were designed in 1993 

by landscape architect Patricia Reith. The gardens throughout the 

Village are a great place to get ideas for heritage plantings and feel 

free to ask Norm for advice. 

 

Vegetables and fruits grown in the gardens at the Village are served 

in Marjorie’s Tea Room.  The tea room is open during Village op-

erational hours and serves tea goodies, beverages, and  a homemade 

daily lunch special featuring recipes from many of our local pio-

neers.  On dinner theatre nights the tea room prepares a pioneer 

meal with all the fixings right down to the homemade bread.   

 

Opening night for Dinner Theatre is July 2.   Playwright Peter 

Blacklock, is busy scripting a play telling local history with a bit of 

a fishing story; which is sure to delight audiences.  Known for 

original musical scores, and humorous tales, dinner theatre is a 

highlight of Salmon Arm’s summer entertainment and one you 

won’t want to miss. Dinner theatre is Wednesday, Friday and Sun-

day during July and August.  Reservations are a must! Call today. 

 

Continued on page 2 

 



 

 

Note from the General Manager:  
Continued from page 1 

 

As you step back in time explore the Village, covering 12 acres 

of the 40 acre park you can discover our pioneer history in the 

13 original or replica buildings that tell stories of Salmon Arm.  

Start your tour in the Museum and pick up a self guided tour 

guide.   

 

The Village is a great place for the kids and pets.  Pan for Haney 

gold and then discover the lush vegetation on the 2.34km of 

easy walking trails that wind through four climactic zones.  With 

our field guide in hand, you can identify the plants used by the First 

Nations and pioneer families for food and medicine. If you like 

treasure hunting and have a GPS unit, try looking for hidden geo-

caches; it’s a great way to find new areas to explore.    Don’t forget 

to climb to the top of the hill and visit the Queest Mountain For-

estry Tower. Discover time well spent! 

 

Every month from May through October the Village hosts a 

community event fun for all ages.  Remember to check our up-

dates throughout the year on our website and Facebook Page 

with program announcements, special events, hours of opera-

tion, links to the Curator’s Blog, the Heritage Update Newsletter 

and much more.  The Village is a great place to visit with 

friends and family!  With a variety of sights to see and explore 

you can spend the whole season getting to know your Salmon 

Arm history at the Village. 

 

Susan Mackie, General Manager 
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President’s Message:   
Continued from page 1 

 
The Advisory Committee has been working in the background for 

most of my tenure. It makes a valuable contribution to this or-

ganization. Its members are forward thinking and, as a group, 

guide and plan the growth of the Heritage Village.  I’d like to 

take this opportunity to give a huge thank you to Gary and Cheryl 

Cruikshank, Bill Laird, Bryan Kassa, Norma Harisch, Duncan 

Myers, Trudy Hall, and Dwayne Burdeniuk.    This Committee is 

also bolstered by staff members Susan Mackie, Deborah Chap-

man, and Ted McTaggart.   It has been a dream team to work 

with and we are often accused of having too much fun as we de-

liberate on important matters. 

Of course over 25 years many Board members come and go but 

again we have enjoyed a core group that always worked hard to 

make improvements to the Society.  The community of Salmon 

Arm is very fortunate to have so many individuals that will step 

up and volunteer. 

Thank you. 

Doug Adams, President 



 

 
From The Curator: 
“Something Fishy” 

This year's new 

exhibit comes 

from my list of 

must tell stories. It 

is timed to cele-

brate a peak year 

for the return of 

the sockeye and 

four years after the 

largest return in 

100 years. There's 

bound to be ex-

citement in the air. 

Will there be more fish this year? Only an official count of the 

stocks returning to lay their eggs in October  will tell. 

 

The Museum gallery exhibit sets the scene in 1901. It tells the 

story of something gone terribly wrong. The earliest pioneers 

spoke of salmon so plentiful that they choked the rivers. Each 

fall settlers used pitch forks to spear and fill their wagons with 

fish.  They used the carcases as fertilizer on their fields. Then 

all of a sudden, the salmon stock dwindled. What happened? 

An early conservationist, David Salmond Mitchell, had the 

answer. He wrote letters crediting railway blasting at Hell's 

Gate, overfishing, and overuse for the decimated stocks. 

 

The 2014 exhibit tells the story of the work D.S. (Scotty) 

Mitchell did at the Dominion Government's Granite Creek 

Fish Hatchery in Tappen. Mitchell was the Hatchery's first and 

only superintendant and tasked with supervising the restock-

ing of Shuswap Lake. 

 

Mitchell's workers 

caught salmon, 

stripped the females of 

eggs, milked the males, 

and combined the two 

in water to begin the 

fertilization process. At 

the hatchery they incu-

bated the eggs, alevin,  

and fry in troughs 

brimming with fresh 

water diverted from 

Granite Creek. In late 

spring, the fry were 

loaded into milk cans 

filled with water and 

packed by crews to 

isolated tributaries for 

release. Nature's suc-

cess rate doubled when 

the new life was pro-

tected in its earliest, most vulnerable stages. 
 

 

 

Developing an exhibit story with just a few museum artefacts from 

the Hatchery was a challenge. We only had five wire hatchery bas-

kets and half a dozen photographs of the fish traps.  

 

The curatorial department was forced to be creative. Fishermen 

and women were consulted. What could represent eggs in our bas-

kets? Beads or gel polymers for eggs? What was the textbook col-

our? A trip to the craft store Michaels yielded the perfect artificial 

salmon eggs. Museum consultant Cuyler Page advised the mu-

seum staff on hands-on activities that were safe for the collection 

and the public. Then this curator started taking risks by asking for 

water in a museum setting. The water had to flow. My "eggs" 

needed oxygen. I needed a water pump to circulate water - the 

magical ingredient. Sound and touch in a museum exhibit! 

 

As planned, R.J. Haney Village's in-house carpenter, Nev, came 

back from his winter break. He looked at the sketch supplied by 

the Oceans and Fisheries Community Advisor, Fred Lockwood. 

Nev understood immediately.  He had volunteered at a hatchery at 

Mission, B.C. Nev knew how fish traps worked.   

 

"What about the floor?" he asked. "What do you want to do there? 

What about river rock?"  

 

Susan Mackie, the General Manager, offered us a rock pile on her 

property.  She promised they were worth the drive to Notch Hill. 

Her stones were  water-rounded, formed  by centuries of tumbling, 

and perfect for the exhibit. Nev's creative mind started turning 

over the options and my small idea started to take a three dimen-

sional form.  

 

This spring we will be working hard. We will create an exhibit that 

illustrates the lifecycle of the salmon, and how salmon eggs are 

harvested, fertilized, incubated , and released, as well as Mitchell’s 

concerns for our future. New partnerships have been formed with 

Kingfisher Interpretive Centre and Fisheries and Oceans Canada. 

The official opening will happen in June. Perhaps Susan will 

spring for wine and caviar. 

Deborah Chapman, Curator 
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This year’s  Heritage Week theme was “Heritage Afloat” featur-

ing a keepsake poster of the SS Andover, a sternwheeler built in 

Kamloops in 1908.  Through the generous support of the Salmon 

Arm and Shuswap community, we raised enough to help keep our 

heritage afloat through 2014. The SAMHA would like to ac-

knowledge and say thank you to the following contributors:  

 

The organizations and individuals that set up displays at the Mall 

at Piccadilly. You each brought a unique facet of history to this 

event. Contributors included displays from the City of Salmon 

Arm Heritage Commission, Deep Creek Tool Museum, Enderby 

Museum, Shuswap Quilter Guild, Okanagan Historical Society, 

Ron's Crafts, Salmon Arm Fall Fair, Salmon Arm Golf Club, 

Salmon Arm Model Railroad Association, Shuswap Needle Art 

Guild, Shuswap Pioneer Collectors Club, Shuswap Seed Savers, 

Shuswap Spinners & Weavers, Neil Sutcliffe’s Vintage Radios, 

and our own R.J. Haney Heritage Village & Museum. 

 

We would like to thank the winning contestants from our previous 

“Best of the Shuswap” pie baking contests who baked and donated 

pies for this year’s “Best of the Shuswap Pie Auction” including 

our four celebrity pie contestants: local story teller, James Murray, 

Mary Jo Beirnes from the Shuswap Pie Company, Chef Dave of 

Table 24, and Laura Peterson from Laura’s Pies. Additional pies 

were donated by: Bert Revel, Colleen Feuz, Gene Ludwig, Peggy 

Sikora, Bonnie Peterson, Alice Broeder, Irene Campbell, Peggy 

Dewick, Gina Giadomencio, and Blanche Marshall. 

 

 

 

Heritage Week 2014 
 

A great thanks also to the win-

ning bidders of the “Best of the 

Shuswap Pie Auction” for their 

amazing generosity. This year’s 

auction was an incredible success, 

raising over $23,000.00 for the 

R.J. Haney Heritage Village and 

Museum. Our successful bidders 

this year were: Browne Johnson 

Land Surveyors,  Askews Foods, 

Inskip Electrical, Tech-Crete 

Processors Ltd., Mounce Con-

struction Ltd.,  Community Roof-

ing Ray Shelton,  Valid Manufac-

turing Ltd., Jacobson Ford Sales 

Ltd., J.J, Johnson Inc. (BDO),  Brooke, Jackson, Downs Lawyers, 

Shuswap Park Holdings Ltd., Jim Grieve Personal Real Estate 

Corporation and Fred Emmerzael. 

 

In a moment of comic misunderstanding, one well-meaning youth 

participating in the auction placed a winning bid of “22.50” un-

derstanding it to be $22.50 rather than $2, 250.00. After his mis-

take came to light the pie was auctioned again and raised 

$2,100.00.  

 

We offer our thanks to all the contestants of 

the “Best of the Shuswap Pie Baking Con-

test.” In an unprecedented show of baking 

finesse, Blanche Marshall, a previous winner 

of the contest in 1997 took home 1st, 2nd, 

and 3rd prizes for her pies.  

 

We also extend our gratitude to the many 

businesses and individuals who donated  

products and services to our silent auction. In 

total, we managed to raise over $32,000.00 

through the whole event. Proceeds will be going toward the ex-

traordinary projects and educational programs planned for 2014 

at R.J. Haney Heritage Village & Museum.  

 

As always, the R.J. Haney Heritage Village and Museum owes its 

continued success to the hard work and dedication of its incredi-

ble volunteers and our partner of this event, The Mall at Picca-

dilly.  

 

Finally, SAMHA would like to extend its thanks to the residents 

of Salmon Arm and the Shuswap community at large for joining 

us in celebrating our heritage and keeping history alive.  

 

By Richard Benade 
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Sitting down with Garry Landers and Dwayne Burdeniuk, chair 

and co-chair of the R.J. Haney Fund Development Committee to 

discuss the planned Montebello Block, I can feel their enthusiasm 

for the project rubbing off on me. “This is a dream in progress” 

Garry tells me by way of opening our chat. After hearing what 

they have to say, I can tell that they are well on their way to mak-

ing the Montebello Block more than a dream. 

 

The Montebello Block is an exciting new multipurpose building 

currently being planned for the front street of the R.J. Haney Heri-

tage Village. When it’s completed this building will offer the Vil-

lage new exhibits, expanded museum display space, and a much 

needed expansion and updating of the Curator’s archival space. In 

addition, the Village’s administrative centre will be moved into 

the new building allowing Marjorie’s Tea Room to take residence 

in the old office and Museum. This will increase the Tea Room’s 

seating capacity from 40 to 150 people.  

 

Perhaps most importantly, however, the Montebello Block is a 

key stepping stone to completing the authenticity of the Village. 

The building’s front façade, made to look like several smaller 

buildings, will give the Village a chance to add in several busi-

nesses that a real community would need—such as a bank. 

 

The committee in charge of this project is well aware that in order 

to bring this dream to reality a solid strategy is required. This is, 

after all, the largest fundraising project the Village has ever 

launched. The Montebello Block is still in its nascent stage and as 

part of phase one Dwayne explained to me that the committee is 

putting together a strategy that will take them from 2014 through 

2017. As Garry tells me, “What’s become clear is that we’ve got 

to put this dream together right.” What this entails is the develop-

ment of a very deliberate fundraising strategy that identifies and 

takes into account the many layers and stages of the project. By 

the time the Montebello Block enters phase two, a streamlined 

fundraising and development strategy will be in place that will 

make partnering and contributing to this “dream in progress” easy 

and meaningful. For now, Dwayne stresses patience. He is opti-

mistic that phase one can be completed by Fall 2014.  

 

Montebello Block—Phase One 

Within their devised strategy will be different fundraising ap-

proaches including individual, corporate, and group funding op-

portunities. Keeping in mind the multifaceted nature of the pro-

ject, the committee will be happy to accept both cash and in-kind 

donations. 

 

The Montebello Block’s slogan is “It takes a community to build 

a village” and with an undertaking of this size, those words hold 

real meaning. Over the next few months expect to see the market-

ing campaign for this project take off through Salmon Arm as the 

committee begins getting the word out to the community. Garry 

and Dwayne invite anyone who is interested in this project or 

who has had experience developing a strategic plan for fundrais-

ing to join their committee. Those who are interested are encour-

aged to attend the Salmon Arm Museum and Heritage Associa-

tion AGM on May 20th at Marjorie’s Tea Room at the Village. 

Otherwise, please visit us in person or at our website: 

www.salmonarmmuseum.org to learn more about how, together, 

we can build a village. 

 

By Richard Benade 
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 Visit Marjorie’s Tea Room 

Serving Daily $7.99 Lunch Special 
 

Open May 14-September 20 

Wednesday –Sunday 10am-4pm 

 

Famous for homemade Rhubarb Crisp 

with D-Dutchman Ice Cream and 

meals made the pioneer way. 
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A Closer Look at 

the Montebello 

Block 
 

Being a bit younger and not 

having spent my whole life in 

the Okanagan I was initially 

unaware of the history at-

tached to the “Montebello” 

label. I thought this would be 

a good opportunity to enlighten others in the same boat as to the 

story behind the name. Simply referred to as the multipurpose 

building during its original design phase, the Montebello Block 

took its final name from Salmon Arm’s old Montebello Hotel. 

Built in 1908, the upscale hotel was replete with in-door plumb-

ing, a bar and pool tables.  The building stood at the corner of 

Hudson and Alexander where CIBC now stands and remained an 

iconic part of downtown Salmon Arm until it tragically burned 

down in 1967, claiming two lives, destroying several other busi-

nesses and forever changing the landscape of downtown Salmon 

Arm. 

 

So what does the Montebello Block offer that makes it worthy of 

its name? Just as the original hotel was an architectural keystone 

of Salmon Arm’s core, the aim of the Montebello Block is to 

bring a sense of completion to the Village. A lot of thought is 

going into what will be included in the final design of the build-

ing so that when it is finished the Village will more accurately 

include all the components that a functioning settlement would 

possess. 

 

Cuyler Page who is a Heritage Consultant is working with the 

Village Development Committee to develop the Board approved 

designs for the Montebello Block. The structure has been cleverly 

designed to look like several business fronts built close together. 

This is in order to satisfy modern building code regulations while 

allowing the block to mimic the architectural and spatial charac-

teristics of a bygone era. There won’t be any fire hazards in this 

Montebello! 

Work Bee and Pot Luck 
 

Join Haney Staff on Saturday April 26th from 1:00pm – 4:30pm  
  

Come lend a hand and help ready the Village for the season.   

We will be cleaning buildings and exhibits, assembling tents,  

working in the gardens and more. 
  

After work it’s time to play.  Bring your favorite dish to share at the pot luck to follow.  

Enjoy the afternoon at Haney with friends.  

The front façade will therefore give the appearance of several 

smaller buildings, each representing key elements of a community 

that are currently missing from the Village. Historic photographs 

of downtown Salmon Arm serve as inspiration for the façade’s 

designs. However, the focus is more on representation than repli-

cation of any particular buildings.  

 

Some of the planned façade exhibits will reflect authentic early 

day Salmon Arm businesses such as the Bank of Hamilton, the 

Salmon Arm Observer, and the S.M. McGuire General Merchant 

Store. In addition, the Village Curator has on her wish list several 

other potential exhibits including Miss Puff’s Milnery and Dress 

Shop, Heathcott’s Land Surveyors, and more. 

 

All together , the Montebello Block is shaping up to be a critical 

part of the R.J.  Haney Heritage Village & Museum. 

By Richard Benade 

 

Remembering  

June Griswold 

December 1, 1926 

December 10, 2013 

 



 

 

Project  

 

Project Manager’s Report: 
 

Over the course of the 2014 season 

numerous  projects will be worked 

on.  An application for a Job Crea-

tion Partnership has been submit-

ted to include the following pro-

jects.  
 

Things will get started in late April 

when we recruit and hire our pro-

ject participants. They will be re-

ceiving an orientation on worksite 

safety after which the fun begins! Our first project will be to move the 

Salmon Valley log house to its permanent location in the Village and to 

assess and assemble the logs of the Peterson Barn.  

 

In June we start work on the Pidhirney House. We will ready the interior 

for an exhibit and prepare the house for painting. Our goal is to bring it to 

the appearance that the home is part of a living village for its occupants, 

Mr. And Mrs. Pidhirney. 

 

Through July we’ll be working on the Laitinen House. There’s lots to do 

here. We’ll be painting, shingling, and installing river rock to the founda-

tion to complete the heritage look of the home. 

 

Next, we’ll be working on the Queest Lookout Tower with an aim to re-

store it to the condition it was in when it was first brought here in 2005 by 

the Salmon Arm Forest District. 

 

As the season continues we’ll also be bringing in a 40 foot storage con-

tainer and replacing some of the old fencing throughout the Village. It 

goes without saying that 2014 promises to be another busy year!  

Ted McTaggart, Project Manager 
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Membership Means More! 
 

Your annual $10.00 Membership benefits: 
 

 SAMHA Newsletter  

 Voting privileges at the AGM in May 

 An open invitation to attend any of the monthly 

board meetings 

 A 15% discount in the Gift Shop 

 A booklet of discount coupons to be used at various 

times and events during the year 

 Membership in the Reciprocal Membership Program 

 An entry into a draw for a dinner for you and three 

friends at Haney House 
 

As a member, you are supporting the Museum’s conser-

vation actives and programs ensuring that a valuable 

piece of the past is protected for this and future genera-

tions. 

To donate or become a member of SAMHA, please fill out the information below  

and return it with your cheque payable to  

R.J. Haney Heritage Village and the Salmon Arm Museum  
 

 

 

Name:_________________________________________________ Address:_________________________________________________ 

 

City, Province & Postal Code: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:________________________________________________ Email: ___________________________________________________ 

 

Membership Fee $10.00                 Donation: $______________________                 Total Enclosed: $__________________ 

 

Please mail to Box 1642 Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4P7  All monetary gifts receive a tax receipt. 

 
Thank you for your generous support! 

 

The Pidhirney was 

built in the mid 1920s 

and relocated to the 

Village in 2008 

The Laitinen House is  

located off Front Street in 

the Village  
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Meet the 2014 Staff 
 

General Manager—Susan Mackie 

Curator—Deborah Chapman 

Project Manager—Ted McTaggart 

Volunteer Coordinator—Tara Watson 

Village Maintenance & Events—Shane Woods 

Village Construction —Nev Whatley 

Village Gardener—Norm Klassen 

Cook—Orlene Speight 

Cook’s Helper — Kathy Walker 

General Admission to the  

Museum and Village  

is by Donation 

Visit us Spring and Fall: 

 May 15th - June 30 and September 1-24 

Wednesday to Sunday 10:00 am – 4:00 pm 

Summer months: July and August 

Seven days a week 10 am to 5 pm 

Donate your antiques, collectables 

and next to new items to a worthy 

cause committed to preserving  our 

heritage.  

Call R.J. Haney Heritage Village 

250-832-5243. 

Visit our website 

www.salmonarmmuseum.org 

 for times of operation and  

information on events 

Call the Village to purchase tickets by phone 250-832-5243 

http://www.salmonarmmuseum.org


  

R.J. Haney Heritage Village and Museum wish to thank the British Columbia Arts Council, Province of British Columbia, 

 and Hucul Printing for their generous assistance in making this issue of Heritage Update possible. 

Village & Marjorie’s Tea Room   

Opens for the Season May 15 
 

Come celebrate the opening of the season and en-

joy our famous Pioneer Pancake Breakfast  

8:30 am to 11am on May 17 & 18 

 

High Tea - May 25  
 

Father's Day- June 15 
 

Quilting Show - June 21 
 

Dinner Theatre – July 2 to August 24  

Reservation required 
 

Pioneer Day - July 13   
 

Soiree and Evening at Haney  

with the Shuswap Chefs - August 7 
 

Classic/Antique Car Show - August 10 
 

Burger, Beer and a Bard - August 31 
 

17th Annual Harvest Celebration - Sept. 14 
 

Village Closes for the Season  - September 20 
 

Cemetery Tour - October 5  
 

Spooktacular - October 25 & 26  
 

For Dinner Theatre reservations,  purchase ticket by phone 

for special events or to book weddings or reunions contact 

us at 250-832-5243 or email info@salmonarmmuseum.org  

   Visit our website  www.salmonarmmuseum.org 

Remember to like us at facebook.com/Haneyheritage 

 

Harvest Celebration 

September 14 

Tickets $25.00 

Limited Seating 

 

2014 Events at  

R.J. Haney Heritage Village 
 

Regular Admission to the Village and 

Museum is by donation 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Salmon Arm Museum and  

Heritage  Association  

Annual General Meeting  

and election of officers  
Tuesday May 20th, 2014 

7:30 pm  in Marjorie’s Tea Room at  

R.J. Haney Heritage Village 

All members and the public are  

welcome to attend.    

For further information phone  

250-832-5243 
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To celebrate the beginning of Spring, please join us for our  

 

5th Annual High Tea 

Sunday May 25th, 2014  

1:00-3:00 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A social afternoon filled with live music,  

stories and entertainment.   

 

Enjoy tea, delicate sandwiches and succulent treats 

set among the beautiful gardens of  

R.J. Haney Heritage Village.   
 

Tickets $25.00  Call 250-832-5243 

Limited Seating 

Clip this page and hang on your fridge. 
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“E-Harmony 1893” 
 

This winter volunteers in the archives room found an 

intriguing letter published in Revelstoke’s Kootenay 

Mail. The author commented on the desperate bache-

lors of Salmon Arm. It appeared that single ladies in 

the Salmon Valley were short in supply. 

 

On November 18, 1893 an advertisement ran in the 

Kamloops newspaper, The Inland Sentinel:       

                     

“Wanted – 27 marriageable young ladies to pay a visit 

to the Arm. None need apply who do not want to take 

a rancher." 

                      

In the February 9th, 1894 edition of 

the same newspaper, the story con-

tinued: “Mr. F.W. McGregor, of 

Fairview ranch, Salmon Arm, late 

of the SENTINEL staff, is erecting 

a handsome  residence. Mr. 

McGregor intends to take unto him-

self a wife. It is pleasing to know 

that the advertisement issued in the 

SENTINEL a short time back is  

producing such fruit.” 
 

A search of the BC Archives and Records Service 

confirmed the happy news.  Frederick W. McGregor, 

27 years old, married spinster Elizabeth Savage, 25, in 

Kamloops on February 6th, days before the Sentinel 

went to press.  
 

Then other Salmon Arm bachelors took matters into 

their own hands once again and wrote the Montreal 

Star hoping to appeal to a wider audience. A rebuttal 

was published in Revelstoke’s Kootenay Mail on April 

4, 1896. It was called “A Bachelor’s Lament”. 

 

A.B.C. Girl says there is no necessity to import 

wives: 

 “Some time ago there was a reference in these col-

umns to the ‘unfortunate’ condition of the bachelors in 

the neighborhood of Salmon Arm who, in their des-

peration, had written a Montreal newspaper with a 

view of attracting the attention of eastern girl[s] to 

their forlorn condition in the hope that the interest thus 

awakened would result in inducing [them] to become 

the partner of their earthly joys and sorrow. 

 

 

 

But the matter is not to rest here, [the editor wrote] the 

latest contribution is from ‘A British Columbia Girl.’ 

She writes to the Montreal Star ‘to disabuse the impres-

sion likely to be made of letters from British Columbia 

farmers that there are no girls in this province. 

 

She says: ‘I could tell a B.C. Farmer of at least a dozen 

girls with whom I am acquainted, who would make ex-

cellent wives for B.C. farmers, or any other men – girls 

who are true and pure and good: and I have no doubt 

there are many more in this province. 

 

Our girls may be more independent, and not as inclined 

to settle down as their sisters in the East, but if the B.C. 

farmer is as worthy as most B.C. girls I know, I can cer-

tainly advise a Nova Scotia Farmer’s Daughter to come 

out here and make a home for some poor, desolate 

bachelor. I do not know any farmers here, so I had no 

idea that the poor fellows [existed] under anything but 

pleasant circumstances until their letters [came] forward 

to prove the contrary. A Bachelor’s Lament is pathetic 

enough to make one’s heart ache over the woes it so 

touchingly [describes]. I never realized before that sin-

gle blessedness may not always be perfectly satisfac-

tory.  

 

I offer a B.C. Farmer  my deep sympathy, and, while 

wishing him every success in his efforts to win some 

nice Eastern girl to share his lot, would remind him that 

the B.C. girls are as competent to manage a home, and 

as worthy of honor as any that can be found anywhere in 

the world.” 

 ~Name withheld 

 

 

Contributor, A.B.C. Girl 


