
 

 

Heritage Update 
To keep you informed about current heritage news and events, we bring you our Heritage Update.  

We hope you will find these periodic newsletters both useful and entertaining.  
Your feedback is welcome! 

 

From the Curator  

Keeping Our Stories 

Accurate 

Not that long ago a group of Salmon Arm Museum 
fundraisers were looking for help with the construc-
tion of the Montebello building. They were raising 
money for a single structure that would complete R.J. 
Haney Heritage Village. The building was to look 
like the downtown core of Salmon Arm a long time 
ago – fronted by nine businesses that depicted the 
historic community. There was to be a place to cash a 
cheque, purchase dry goods, mail a letter, get a hair-
cut, buy a newspaper, play a game of pool, and buy a 
new hat. Once the visitor had completed his or her 
errands and stopped in at each of the exhibit shops, 
there was going to be an opportunity to have their 
portrait taken at the Studio. Rex Lingford or W.J. 
Honey would be the photographers in residence 
there.   

The nine businesses 
were part of a well 
thought-out plan. They 
would give context to 
the collection of build-
ings that were there al-
ready… the church, 
school, blacksmith 
shop, fire hall, filling 

station, and garage all needed a community to feel 
right. The fundraisers from the Village were on a 
mission. They needed money. They would have 
promised anything.  
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The Salmon Arm Museum and Heritage Association is grateful to the  
Secwepemc First Nation, on whose traditional territory we live, 
work, and play.  

Someone in the group must have felt that David Askew, his 
sister Colleen, and her husband Jack Davis would be will-
ing to help with the project. The three were asked to a meet-
ing.  The Haney representatives made their pitch. One of 
the fundraisers wanted to close the sale. He offered to in-
clude a butcher shop display that told the Askew’s Foods 
history.  
 
It was a good thing I 
had not been invited to 
the meeting! Our exhib-
its were to be set in the 
first two decades of the 
last century. We had a 
timeline in the village – 
nothing later than 1929. 
I had a plan.  
 
Luckily David Askew knew his family’s business history! 
He corrected my wayward board member, saying that the 
story that should be told was that of the Palmer Family’s 
butcher shop, the successful enterprise that R.B. (Dick) 
Askew purchased.  
 
David could not have been more right. His grandfather 
bought E.A. Palmer’s in 1929. In 1934 R.B. Askew must 
have felt a rebranding was in order so he held a naming 
contest. The company became The Salmon Arm Meat and 
Produce Company. It wasn’t until 1967 and the construc-
tion of a new supermarket that the business became known 
as Askew’s.  
 
Thank you Askew’s Foods and the Askew family for your 
generous gift of $100,000 towards the construction of the 
Montebello Museum. Thank you also, David Askew, for 
insisting we keep our stories accurate. 
 

                                     Deborah Chapman 
This exhibit has also been made possible by the City of Salmon Arm  
Grants-in-Aid program administered by the Shuswap Community  
Foundation.  Thank you adjudicators! We appreciate your support.  
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https://www.askewsfoods.com/history
https://www.askewsfoods.com/history
https://www.askewsfoods.com/
https://www.askewsfoods.com/community-giving
http://salmonarm.ca
http://shuswapfoundation.ca
http://shuswapfoundation.ca
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 R.J. Haney Heritage Village and Museum wish to thank the  
British Columbia Arts Council for their generous assistance in  
making this issue of the Heritage Update possible. 

 

Tickets Please... 
When the Salmar, our very own community theatre, celebrated seven decades in busi-
ness last May, museum staff and volunteers got excited. We’d been waiting to mark the 
historic occasion with a new exhibit. 
 

Pass the Popcorn ~ the Salmar turns 70! is a mixture of artefacts, movie posters, a 
timeline, and the remarkable story of the good work the Salmar Community Associa-
tion has done in our community. The Association’s first project was to construct a liv-
ing memorial to all our community’s soldiers who did not return from WW II. That pro-

ject, the Salmon Arm Memorial Arena, opened on Dominion Day, 1958. 
 
The Arena was just the beginning of a legacy that continues today. The new exhibit celebrates the 
Salmar at work with a visual timeline. Images created by the Salmon Arm Observer, the Salmar 
Board, and Salmar former employee, Tove Jensen, runs like a film reel documenting the decades.  
 
The partial list to the credit of the Association includes a bus for Pioneer Lodge, the construction of 
a new building for Branch #62, Royal Canadian Legion, and a significant donation to the Montebel-
lo Building at R.J. Haney Heritage Village. Through the decades the organization has helped with 
many more community projects like the spray park at Fletcher Park and continues to donate thou-
sands of dollars annually in scholarships to local youth. 

 
Not many know that it was a private businessman, Roger Ayles, that was behind the Salmar’s most recent business 
success. The local businessman wanted to build a multiplex theatre in Salmon Arm to keep the chain theatres out. 
Ayles, who was very community minded, said he would work with the Salmar Board if they were interested in the 
project. The Board jumped at the opportunity. 
 
Today the Salmar is debt free and the proud owner of a multiplex theatre, the Salmar Grand, and the iconic Salmar 
Classic, that just turned 70, and still spends its profits on community projects. Well done Salmar! 
 

Deborah Chapman, Curator 
 

Exhibit Credits: 
This exhibit was only made possible by the immense support of the Salmar Board and staff Daila Duford, Esther Neustaeter, and 
Camille Aura. Gary Brooke, long time Salmar Board Member, reviewed the timeline and storyline for accuracy.  Georgia 
McLeod, also a Salmar Board Member, got out the Salmar’s historic records and then went looking for artefacts. Rosemarie 
Vennard’s ticket box was one of the last things to be added, a great addition to the borrowed seats, stanchions and antique film 
equipment. Finally, retired projectionist Richard Riach threaded the 1977 35mm Kineton projector! 
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CALLING FOR NEW VOLUNTEERS! 

As we continue to grow our Village with new exhibits, and increase attendance at 
events, your help is more important than ever! If you know someone who enjoys 
volunteering, please encourage them to drop by and fill out a volunteer form. We 
have positions to suit everyone, with meals and perks included!!!! Gardeners, deco-
rating, serving and bussing, games, tours, cashiers, kitchen support and more.  
Without your support, we could not succeed!  
All ages welcome! 
 
www.salmonarmmuseum.org/volunteeropportunities.htm 
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Slxlxaya Story Box 
  

Explore Secwepemc stories, 
art and culture through 
Slxlxaya Stories Box - a trav-
elling exhibit inspired by 
Neskonlith Knowledge 
Keeper and Councilor Louis 
Thomas and courtesy of the 
Salmon Arm Arts Centre.  

  
The Stories Box came packed with Slxlxaya and 
Chiptekwilah recordings and the art they inspired.  

 
Slxlxaya are stories that families 
tell and centre on significant 
events. They remember times 
like when Granddad fell through 
the ice when he was fishing.  
While Chiptekwilah are legends 
that describe how things in the 
natural world came to be. They 
contain moral teachings and are 
usually shared with young people 
and children.  
 
 
The Slxlxaya and Chiptekwilah 

recordings in this exhibit were used to inspire First Na-
tions and Metis artists living in this region. Their art is 
displayed in the Montebello Gallery and includes carv-
ings, a graphite drawing, a sculpture, and digital media 
and multi-media artworks.   
 
 

Come and experience a piece of Secwepemc culture. The  
exhibit runs until September 21st. 

Secwepemc Language Guide: 
 
Chiptekwilah: legends  
chip-TAK-will-ah 
 
 

Slxlxaya: family stor ies 
sul-yuh-HY-ah or sluh-Hy-ah 

 R.J. Haney Heritage Village and Museum wish to thank the Youth Canada  
Works for their generous assistance in making our little Village grow every year and 
helping bridge the past with new passion. 
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R.J. Haney Heritage Village & Museum  
Presents:     “The Mystery of Dutch Charlie.” 

 

Another successful season of R.J Haney and SASCU 

Dinner Theatre comes to a close, leaving a multitude of 

talented workers feeling proud. Our deepest thanks to 

our personal army: without the many staff, actors, and 

volunteers pouring hours and hours of their hard work 

into this event it would never have gone as smoothly.  
 

A huge thank you is also needed for our wonderful 

sponsors - both big and small! Without their help we 

couldn’t have had such a great season. Their generosity 

puts this show together each year and adds a spark of 

life to the Salmon Arm lifestyle that everyone wants to 

be a part of. 
 

Writer, director, and local playwright Peter Blacklock  

joined us for his 10th season with Haney Heritage Vil-

lage. Thank you to Peter for loaning us his smooth writ-

ing and seamless fusion of both fact and fiction that 

once again left us enthralled in the story. His talent has 

been accompanied by our gifted cast of Tirzah Vetter, 

Rhys Middleton, Sarah Johnston, and Raymond Hub-

scher. And of course no musical is complete without the 

music, so another special thanks to the Shu-Strings 

Ukulele Orchestra - the ukulele band that accompanied 

every show this season without a fret.  
 

This year: Jennie found herself lost in time and thrown 

into the middle of a mystery. With the help of their 

friendly neighbourhood Mountie, Monty, Jennie figured 

out what happened to her great-uncle back in 1885. The 

nefarious Dutch Charlie and his accomplice Belle were 

determined to throw our unlikely heroes into deep trou-

ble. Based on true accounts and historical references, 

these fictional characters will be remembered in… “The 

Mystery of Dutch Charlie!” For those of you who 

missed out on our show this year, do not despair for an-

other show will be coming your way next season! 

Shows will be every Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday in 

July and August. 
 

From the Gate House: Alex Delaney 
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 R.J. Haney Heritage Village and Museum wish to thank the Canada Summer  
Jobs for helping provide the many workers that are needed to make Haney  
Heritage such a welcoming and insightful destination. 

Get off your feet and take to the air with a guest of your choos-
ing! Purchase your raffle tickets for a chance to win a roundtrip 
flight for two to any regularly scheduled WestJet destination. 

Tickets are only 1 for $5.00 and the draw is on September 8th, 
at the Harvest Celebration! Available at the Museum.  
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14th Annual Cemetery Tour -  
Sunday Oct 13, 2019 
 

Space is limited to 35 
special guests. Reser-
vations are  
required!! 
 

A guided tour of the 
old section of the Mt. 
Ida Cemetery fea-
tures Curator/
Archivist Deborah 
Chapman’s personal 

favourite list of characters. Stories of love, heartbreak, 
joy and tragedy are told on one of the prettiest knolls in 
Salmon Arm. Cost is $10 per person. Call 250-832-
5243 to reserve your spot. 

24th Annual Spooktacular - Oct 19 & 20  
Gates open 5:00pm - 8:00pm 
Experience things going bump in the night! It’s that time of 
the year to pull on your scariest costume and explore the 
spooky side of R.J. Haney Heritage Village for the 24th 
Annual Spooktacular.  
 
Do you think you are fearless enough to venture through 
the Spook Trail, Haunted House and Shady Lane? There 
are menacing creatures around every dark corner.  
For the little spooks, enjoy the not so scary Story Book 
Trail, the Coloring Room, For-
tune Telling and more.  
 

Gates open at 5pm. Come 
dressed in your favourite Hal-
loween costume! Ghouls and 
ghosts must be accompanied 
by an adult over 19. Admis-
sion is $8 at the gate, 4 and 
under is free! 
 

Interested in being the one 
who bumps in the night? If 
volunteering at Spooktacular 
interests you and you want to 
help put on the best Halloween 
Event in Salmon Arm then 
contact Tara Watson at  
250-832-5243 or  
volunteer@salmonarmmuseum.org 

  

Visit Marjorie’s Tea Room 
 

Join Us in Marjorie’s Tea Room! 
Open May 16-September 21 

Wednesday –Sunday  
10:00am-4:00pm 

 

 Famous for our rhubarb crisp and baked 
goods. Featuring signature garden fresh 

meals made daily for $9.99 
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22nd Annual Harvest Celebration   
Sept 8, 2019 from 3pm - 6pm 
 

Come and enjoy the 
tastes of the Shuswap 
and treat yourself to a 
mixture of mouth-
watering local cuisines 
from some of the best 
restaurants, delis, 
cafes, wineries and 
breweries that our re-

gion has to offer. Tickets are $27 and can be purchased 
by calling 250-832-5243  or by visiting R.J. Haney Her-
itage Village at 751 Highway 97B. You won’t want to 
miss this special afternoon of food, drink and entertain-
ment.  

Heritage Week - February 17-23, 2020  
 
2020 Vision: Bringing the Past Into the Future 
 

R.J. Haney Heritage Village & Museum in partnership with 
The Mall at Piccadilly is celebrating Heritage Week,  from 
February 17 to 23. Come to town and enjoy a week full of 
Haney fun and prizes. By sharing our heritage in all its 
forms, it has the power to 
bring people together and cre-
ate a sense of belonging.  We 
invite the Shuswap community 
to gather at Heritage Week 
and discover the stories that 
have shaped our past and root 
us to our community! 

 R.J. Haney Heritage Village and Museum wish to thank the Salmar Community  
Association for providing immense support and history that people all over can  
appreciate and learn from. 



 

 

 

Membership Means More! 
 

Your Annual $10.00 Membership Benefits Include: 
 
 SAMHA Newsletter  
 Voting privileges at the AGM in May 
 An open invitation to attend any of the monthly board meetings 
 A booklet of discount coupons to be used at various times and events during the year 
 Membership in the Reciprocal Membership Program 
 An entry into a draw for a dinner for you and three friends at Haney House, dinner 

theatre tickets or the Harvest Celebration for the 2020 season 
 

As a member, you are supporting the Museum’s conservation activities and programs 
ensuring that a valuable piece of the past is protected for this and  

future generations to enjoy. 

To donate or become a member of SAMHA, please fill out the information below  
and return it with your cheque payable to  

R.J. Haney Heritage Village and the Salmon Arm Museum  
Box 1642 Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4P7   

 
 
Name:_________________________________________________ Address:___________________________________________________  
 
City, Province & Postal Code: _______________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Phone:________________________________________________ Email: ____________________________________________________  
 

Membership Fee $10.00                 Donation: $______________________                 Total Enclosed: $__________________ 
 

All monetary gifts receive a tax receipt. 
R.J. Haney Heritage Village & Museum is a Registered Charitable Organization BN 132153800RR0001 

Thank you for your generous support! 
Clip and mail  
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 Thank you for supporting R.J. Haney Heritage Village and Museum throughout the 
years. The people who come and visit our village make it what it is today, we wouldn’t 
have a town without all the little people.  


