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There are new faces at the 
Village this year. When 
long time General 
Manager, Susan Mackie, 
decided to slow down a bit 
and move to the new 
position of Restaurant 
Manager, the Board began 
to search for a replace-

ment.  Applicants were interviewed and it came 
down to two excellent candidates: Sean Newton 
and Jennifer Chernecki. We wanted both of them 
and we were aware that the job had grown with 
the organization and was more than we could 
expect one person to manage long term. We hired 
them both and we are excited to see what the new 
three-person management team will accomplish. 

Our new General Manager, Sean Newton, is a 
resident of Armstrong and also has a cabin in 
Canoe so he is familiar 
with the area. He brings 
experience in manage-
ment, theatre, restaurants 
and the heritage field and 
is an accomplished artist 
and photographer.  Sean 
spent several years as GM 
at Caravan Theatre and 
held a contract position 
at O’Keefe Ranch during 
their restructuring. Sean is a graduate of Emily 
Carr College of Art and Douglas College.  His 
varied interests and experience makes him a great 
addition to our team. Sean joined us in October 
and is working alongside outgoing GM, Susan 

The biggest event of the 
year, hands down, was 
the opening of the exhibit 
Knúcwentwecw: The Bridges 
Built by Dr. Mary Thomas. 
I had long wanted to book-
end my career with the 
story of this woman who 
had influenced my life, but 

COVID got in the way. The park closed and re-
opened a year later, but without the crowds need-
ed to celebrate Dr. Mary’s life. Finally, the time 
was right.

  

 

 

The project came to life with the help of Dr. 
Mary’s youngest daughter, Co-Curator Bonnie 
Thomas. Bonnie had organized events. She had 
contacts. She worked hard to connect us to the 
right people.

The designated young person in the department, 
Registrar of Collections, Erin Stodola, brought 
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 The Best of the Shuswap Pie Baking Contest and Auction is back on Saturday, February 25th.  

Mackie, to begin the transition process.   

Jennifer Chernecki is our new Assistant Manager 
and comes to us from Vancouver. She and partner 

Mat arrived in Salmon 
Arm with their cat and 
dog on November 1st.   
Jennifer has worked in the 
Heritage and Fine Art 
sector for 20 years.  She 
was Assistant Curator at 
the Pitt Meadows 
Museum and most 
recently worked for the 
City of Burnaby as Fine 

Arts Leader at the Burnaby Art Gallery and as Ex-
hibit Preparator at the Burnaby Village Museum.   
Jennifer is a graduate of Emily Carr School of Art 
and Design and is an accomplished artist working 
in oil on canvas.  Jennifer hit the ground running 
and started work on November 3rd.  

sound into the gallery with tablets and interviews 
she had edited and stored on the cloud. Something 
new was added! Deb Sturgeon was seconded from 
other duties to paint the graphic image needed to 
centre the exhibit. Jocelyn at Sto Prints & Design 
created a spectacular poster. The Museum’s Board 
of Directors got behind the project and passed 
a policy which invited people self-identifying as 
First Nations to be admitted free. We filled the 
gallery with photographs by professional photog-
rapher, Greg Osadchuk. Gerry Thomas brought in 
his collection of cultural objects.

Others helped, too. Individuals who gave their 
time were big contributors, telling their stories 
of how Dr. Mary Thomas impacted them. Fund-
ing from the Salmon Arm Branch of the Okana-
gan Historical Society and the City of Salmon 
Arm Grants-in-Aid program (administered by 
the Shuswap Community Foundation) paid all 
the bills. The BC Small Wetlands Alliance helped 
with signage and gifted a commemorative Rocky 
Mountain Maple tree. Haney’s Head Gardener, 
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New Additions from the Registrar of Collections 

Join our team of volunteers and make someone’s visit to the Village a memorable one!

The board is happy to welcome Jennifer Chernecki 
and Sean Newton. We are also pleased that Susan 
Mackie is still here with her 13 years of Haney 
knowledge and experience and will stay on in her 
new role of Restaurant Manager. The Board is 
looking forward to starting 2023 with this dream 
team in place.  Along with our other dedicated 
long term employees we believe we are well set up 
for the future. 

Debi Stone, made sure the tree survived. 

We planned to open on National Indigenous 
Peoples Day. General Manager, Susan Mackie, got 
busy with Haney’s specialty cookies and coffee. 
We sent out invitations through the press and 
social media. Other groups passed on our invite to 
their members. National Indigenous Peoples Day 
took place on the summer solstice, June 21st. The 
evening darkened. Was it a sign?  Then the skies 
opened and it rained buckets. Nothing could deter 
our guests. They wanted to honour the day and Dr. 
Mary. The extended Thomas family arrived. They 
were supported by the public who came in droves. 
Elder, Ethel Thomas, opened with a prayer.
It was very apparent that Dr. Mary Thomas was 
still missed, but she was also present. She was do-
ing and still does her work promoting understand-
ing between cultures through all of us.
If you haven’t had a chance to see the exhibit, the 
gallery is open, with the exception of the winter 
holiday closure, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 
10-4.  Expanded hours happen when the Village 
reopens next May. 
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Pottery made by Axel Ebring, approx. 1925 to 1935,
using clay from Notch Hill. He learned pottery from his
father and grandfather and he made all his tools himself. 
Donated by The Greater Museum & Archives of Vernon.

The bag was used by the 
BC Forest Service until 
the 1980s. Used to carry 
water and for priming 
pumps. Donated by Jake 
Jacobson.

This painting is by Steve Mennie, 
c. 1998, acrylic. It shows Ross Street. 

This unusual square artefact is actually 
a film reel from the Salmar Classic. 

ERIN STODOLA

Congratulations, Susan Mackie
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2022 Accomplishments

▶ Launched Knúcwentwecw: The Bridges Built by Dr. Mary Thomas with the help of Co-Curator Bonnie 
Thomas (Thank you City of Salmon Arm and Grants-in-Aid Program). 107 attended the unveiling!

▷ Borrowed Waterways, Past, Present and Future - a travelling exhibit from the Kelowna Museums 
Society, University of British Columbia Okanagan, Elders and Knowledge Keepers of the Sylix 
Okanagan community, Okanagan Basin Water Board, and the Okanagan Collaborative Conservation 
Program (Thank you MAP!)

▶ Completed the reverse inventory – a project that was stalled when COVID hit and volunteers went 
home (Thank you Lise Ouimet, Nancy Tait, and Barbara Raynor!)

▷ Secured funding to implement a new database for the Museum and Archives (Thank you Diane 
Ambil!)

▶ Had a banner year for diorama completion. Finished the Lingford and Honey Studio, Bedford Drug 
Store, and Bank of Hamilton (Thank you CERIP!) We’re going to have a party next year!

▷ Began the moveable walls project for the gallery (Thank you Shuswap Community Foundation!)

2022 In Numbers 
Served 189 researchers. (to date, November 10)
Processed 37 new collections.
Accessioned 1,028 new to us prints and negatives.
Accessioned 278 carefully curated, not so new arte-
facts!
Wrote 12 blogs.
Kept the weekly paper supplied with submissions to 
Our History in Pictures.
Wrote a lot of applications for funding!!!!!
Organized 7 exhibits curated by our department….

Factoids:
▶ Attendance at the Car Show was over the top. 
    1050 attended.
▷ Harvest Celebration had 186 attend.
▶ 3057.25 hours were volunteered by 82 people
▷ 2,087 attended dinner theatre, up 56% from last year
▶ 645 children participated in programming designed 
especially for them (up 44% from last year)

Harvest School, 2022
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2023 Memberships 

Heritage Week 2023 - Always in All Ways 
Heritage Week is back this year from February 20th  - 25th and so are we, in person, at the Piccadilly Mall.  

The week-long event kicks off on Monday, February 20th - come out and visit the many exhibitors and 
heritage displays set up at the mall.  Deborah Chapman and Erin Stodola will curate a special exhibit in 
celebration of Heritage Week.

Monday will also open one of the best online silent auctions in Salmon Arm, and you can start your 
bidding. This fundraising auction for the Village & Museum has dozens of items that local businesses, 
organizations and individuals have generously donated. Items up for bid include items like gift certificates 
for spa services, entertainment, food and beverage, car maintenance, tax services, gift baskets, pet care, 
clothing and garden items, artwork, home decor items, and so much more. The Salmon Arm community 
has made the silent auction one of the Village’s most successful fundraising events of the season. Check it 
out on Bidding Owl and place your bids before the auction closes Saturday at 3 pm. 
www.biddingowl.com/RJHaneyHeritageVillage

Do you think you have the best pie baking skills in the Shuswap?
This is your chance to claim the title by entering the 27th Annual Best of the Shuswap Pie Baking Contest. 
Homemade pies must be apple, fruit, or berry and are judged by appearance, authenticity, texture, and 
taste. Enter your pie on Saturday: drop off is from 10:00 am - 11:00 am at the centre court at The Mall at 
Piccadilly.  1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners will walk away with this year’s title, prize 
ribbon, and dinner theatre tickets for two to the summer production of Villains and 
Vittles Dinner Theatre. For the official pie contest rules, call the Village at 
250-832-5243 or email info@salmonarmmuseum.org. This popular pie contest 
promises to be lip-smacking tasty, and everyone is welcome to participate! Af-
ter the judging and awards, slices of the pies may be purchased for $3.00 each.


