
 

 

Heritage Update 
To keep you informed about current heritage news and events, we bring you our Heritage Update.  

We hope you will find these periodic newsletters both useful and entertaining.  
Your feedback is welcome! 

Thirty Years Ago…… 
 

In 1990, the Salmon Arm Mu-
seum held a party. It was a 
celebration. The Association 
had been operating two sites, 
the downtown museum, which 
was located west of the Ceno-
taph and R.J. Haney Heritage 
House.  It had outgrown the 

old facility’s display space 
of 600 square feet, and it 
needed to centralize its oper-
ations, and 40 acres seemed 
like enough space to do that.  
  
The old “centennial” muse-
um had served the communi-
ty for 23 years. The new 
building, to be located on the 
Haney property, was designed by the District’s Building In-
spector, Gordon Issac. He took inspiration from the look of 
the CP Railway Station. It was quirky. There were no rail-

way tracks nearby. It was 
2000 square feet!  Volun-
teers painted. The carpet 
was chosen. Exhibits were 
developed. The curator 
signed up for the Royal 
B.C.’s free travelling exhib-

it program. There wasn’t time to move the collection. We 
had a party to throw!  
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The Salmon Arm Museum and Heritage Association is grateful to the Secwepemc 
First Nation, on whose traditional territory we live, work, and play. 

 

The Board and management decided 
that it should be an event to remem-
ber. How to attract people on a lim-
ited budget? Offer them each a hot 
dog with their free admission on 
Father’s Day, June 17. The advertis-
ing plan in place, hot dogs, buns, 
mustard and ketchup bought, and 
singers and entertainment secured, 
the day started well. Within a short 
time, there was a serious problem. 
Virtually all of Salmon Arm showed 

up. There was a line up of cars down the highway. There were 
no parking attendants to handle the overflow.  
  

Sandy Mowers was on hand to entertain crowds with his 
chainsaw wizardry.  A barbershop group showed up with five 
singers; Tom Brighouse, Terry Greenough, Les Ellenor, Gor-
don Woods, and Steve Plant charmed the audience.  The Mod-
el Railroaders Club joined in on the fun, and members Ken 
Ovington, Al Wilson, Gary Hazell, and Barry Hanson set up 
their travelling display. We ran out of hot dogs. The event was 
a success! 
 

In 2001 we raised the roof on the Museum, built a façade, and 
added a deck to increase cov-
ered seating. More dinner 
theatre patrons were dished 
their Haney world-famous 
rhubarb crisp and ice cream. 
 

The 2000 square foot space 
continued to serve the public, 
expanding with an archives 
room, and developing community resources that helped docu-
ment our history. By 2010 we were full once more. Opera-
tions were having difficulty running a not-for-profit with 17 
staff from an office that was less than 140 square feet.  

Continued on page 2 



 

 

Some of the best memories are made at R.J. Haney Heritage Village. 
See you in 2021!  
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The old Museum was 
renovated into the 
“new” Sprig of Heather, 
a full-service elegant 
restaurant and home to 
dinner service for Vil-
lains and Vittles Dinner 
Theatre.  The dream of a 
commercial kitchen became reality combining recycled and 

reused equipment with state of 
the art new commercial equip-
ment.   
 
The Sprig of Heather offers 
indoor seating for 60 guests, 
but there’s more! We can open 
the space and incorporate the 
veranda and pavilion for seat-

ing up to 150 guests. It is a one-of-a-kind venue!  From 
wedding ceremonies and receptions to corporate functions 
or just a quaint lunch at the Village, the Sprig of Heather 
will take care of all the culinary needs at the Village and be 
a go-to place in Salmon Arm. 
 
In the fall of 2019, R.J. Haney Heritage Village & Museum 
finished another successful season on a high note.  Over 
17,000 visitors came through the gates and discovered 
Salmon Arm’s history.  The Village hosted annual events, 
dinner theatre, weddings and private functions.  Staff and 
volunteers ended the season with the Halloween communi-
ty event Spooktacular in October.  
  
The winter months are busy for Haney staff, preparing for 
the coming season.  Peter Blacklock wrote a play. Wed-
dings were booked, and the events were planned, and the 
staff was rehired.  We were excited for 2020 to arrive and 
to welcome our guests back.  Unfortunately, we could have 
never predicted that on March 17, COVID-19 would turn 
our world upside down.  R.J. Haney Heritage Village & 
Museum and a host of other city-leased properties closed in 
an effort to flatten the curve. 
 

Although we are not yet open to the public, COVID-19 has 
not stopped the work that happens behind the closed gates 
at the Village & Museum.  We’re busy as ever and prepar-
ing to open safely. We can hardly wait to show you the new 
Sprig of Heather and all the other projects staff have been 
completing.  You are in for a big surprise!  

Contributors:  

General Manager, Susan Mackie 

And Curator, Deborah Chapman  

Continued form page 1 
 
In 2017 the Village celebrated the grand opening of the Monte-
bello Museum, the Village’s Canada 150 Project.   We moved 

into the Montebello Museum 
with over 12,000 square feet. 
Nine storefronts complete the 
stories told at the Village.  It is 
the new home for the Ernie 
Does Archives Room, and the 
Museum’s collection and the 
“old” museum building was 
ready for a makeover.  

 
The Association had served thousands of meals every year out 
of Marjorie’s Tea Room, a make-do 
space in the basement of the Broad-
view School. It was time for an up-
grade and a move across the street. But 

what to call the new 
space? Something 
historic of course – 
The Sprig of 
Heather, a lovely 
lunch and tea room that served Salmon Arm 
patrons from 1914-1917. It was owned by 
Mrs. Simm and Miss Stirling and located in 
the Ashton cottage near the corner of Alexan-
der and Palmer. 

 
Haney’s architect Bernd Hermanski was hired to design the up-
grade. Over the winter, Marcel from Van Hoog Consulting was 
commissioned to do the work. A 
40x40 pavilion was added to the 
building in the Public Garden, 
offering sweeping views of the 
homestead and Laitinen house.  
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Behind the closed gates…… 
 

There is excitement in the air at R.J. 
Haney Heritage Village. Staff are work-
ing behind the closed gates on some very 
special projects. When we open there will 
be such a lot more to see. There will also 
be more programs to take part in. 
 
Work started over the winter on the Salmon Arm Observer dio-
rama. We installed walls, laid the floor and stained the wood. 

Marcel from Van Hoog Group 
built a counter. A mural of a press 
room went up. Floors were paint-
ed.  
 
What is left to do? Make graphic 
“humans” to work in the print 
shop. There is UV film to install 
on the windows, and lights to illu-

minate the presses. Staff will move two cabinets and a lot of 
drawers of typeset and smaller presses from storage. They will 
also move a safe, but fortunately as Construction Manager 
Bruce Mackie says, “it is on wheels.”  We will continue con-
sulting with Pressman Gary Hucul and take possession of his 
Observer desk used by long time editor Gord Priestman. We 
will carefully clean the artefacts. Then we will be ready for 
guests. Hopefully, during special events, Gary Hucul will 
“man” the small press in the display, printing flyers for the vil-
lage visitors. 
 
Next door to the Observer a new diorama is also being devel-
oped. Work on The Club, the official name for the Demers and 
Tillman pool hall and bar-
bershop, started in March.  
The Club was inspired by 
photographic images of the 
pool hall, a business that 
occupied the old Bedford 
Pharmacy on Hudson Ave.  
 
When the Pandemic was 
declared, only one volunteer 
close to the curator was per-
mitted on site. Lucky him! He had hundreds of feet of wain-
scoting to stain and varnish and two ceilings to paint. Shuswap 
Park Holdings provided two skilled woodworkers to install the 
wainscoting and floor.  Our unnamed worker was permitted to 
return and stain the pool room floor. He says he was voluntold 
for those hours, but freely admits there will always be a project 
the curatorial department head needs doing! 

 

The barber’s counter was donated by the Greater Vernon 
and District Museum and Archives and a lovely marble 
counter top was installed this week. The Club will definitely 
feel like a spa for men only! 

What needs doing yet? Graphics are being worked on. Sha-
ron Adair is creating pennants for the walls. Dave Harper is 
working on the posters and photo arrangements. A back 
door has to be installed for a speedy exit. Who knows when 
a Club Member will want a speedy exit? Then there are the 
lights, UV film, and window coverings. Mayor Alan has 
agreed to don a mask, rack the pool balls, and call the first 
shot on President Norma Harisch. There’s no such rule as 
ladies first at the Club! 
 
A third exhibit close to completion is Mah Yick’s Hand 
Laundry and interpreters will be ready to take your order 
next season. Just before COVID-19 struck, volunteers in-

stalled Mah’s business on the 
village “Main Street,” com-
plete with his hand cranked 
washer and wringer. All that 
is needed is a barricade to 
keep the public safe. If visi-
tors are looking for a boot-
legger, they'll have to wait til 
Mah irons out the details. 
 
The location for this exhibit 
is a good one. Mah’s move to 
a similarly prominent loca-
tion was documented in the 
Salmon Arm Observer in 
1915 when he moved from 

near the railway tracks to Hudson Ave. within the City of 
Salmon Arm’s boundaries. Great debate at City Council 
meetings ensued. Alderman Dr. Connolly, in close proximi-
ty to the original laundry’s location was vocal about the is-
sues the grey water would cause.  Will he be right in 2021?   
 

And what will we accomplish over the winter? We hope to 
complete the Studio, Lingford and Honey’s photography 
business. President Norma Harisch has agreed to paint stu-
dio backdrops. There’s wall paper to hang, a dark room to 
build, and graphic images to create. This is an exciting year!  

 

From The Curator, Deborah Chapman 

Join us in 2021 for  “Maw’s Jam Eaters”!   
Shows every Wed, Fri and Sun in July and August.  
Reservations are a must, call 250-832-5243!   
A highlight of Salmon Arm’s summer entertainment.   



 

 

Annual General Meeting 

  

Salmon Arm Museum and  

Heritage Association 

Tuesday, August 18, at 7:00 pm  

Outside at R.J. Haney Heritage Village 

Please RSVP that you will be attending as space is 

limited to fifty people, due to the COVID-19 Gather-

ings and Events Provincial Health Order. 

Prepay your membership ($10.00) by calling  

250-832-5243.   

Membership is $10 and has perks!  Voting privileges 

at the AGM, receive  your free gate admission  pass 

for attending the AGM and your name will be entered 

into a draw for you and three guests to have dinner at 

the Haney House in 2021, catered by the Sprig of 

Heather restaurant.   

To reduce the spread of COVID-19 the meeting will 

be held outside, we will be physical distancing.  

Please bring you own lawn chair,  

and if you are sick, stay home. 
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To donate or become a member of SAMHA, please fill out the information below  
and return it with your cheque payable to  

R.J. Haney Heritage Village and the Salmon Arm Museum  
Box 1642 Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4P7   

 
 
Name:_________________________________________________ Address:__________________________________________________  
 
City, Province & Postal Code: _______________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Phone:________________________________________________ Email: ____________________________________________________  
 

Membership Fee $10.00                 Donation: $______________________                 Total Enclosed: $__________________ 
 

All monetary gifts receive a tax receipt. 
R.J. Haney Heritage Village & Museum is a Registered Charitable Organization BN 132153800RR0001 

Thank you for your generous support! 
Clip and mail  

R.J. Haney Heritage Village & Museum would like to 
thank the individuals, businesses, Dinner Theatre and 

event sponsors that support the  

Heritage Village & Museum.   

You are the reason we succeed!  

#donors #success #dogood #changemakers #philanthropy 
#sustainability #notforprofit #charity #volunteering 

 

We would also like to acknowledge  

the following grant funders.   

We are doing our part to flatten the curve and reduce the impact of COVID-19 in our community and will remain tempo-
rarily closed to the public.   As a registered charity, this ongoing closure profoundly impacts the long-term sustainability 
of the Village & Museum.  We are doing our part to reduce and contain costs and have implemented a short-term plan to 
help lessen the financial impact on the Village & Museum. We need you now more than ever!   
Please help support R.J. Haney Heritage Village & Museum by making a charitable donation or purchasing a membership.  


