
 

 

A message from the 
President 
 
Dinner Theatre has been a long 
standing tradition at R.J. Haney 
Heritage Village & Museum. In 
1994 President Doug Adams came 

back from a holiday with a bright 
idea. He suggested we stage a 
dinner theatre to bring more 
visitors to the village.  The meal 
was a simple but delicious beef 
stew made by Mary McTaggart, 
wife of soon to be retired 
ñKeeper of the Parkò Ted 
McTaggart.  Over the years we 
changed the menu a few times but one thing never 
changed; dessert has always been our famous homemade 
rhubarb crisp.  
 
Audiences loved the mix of local history and original 
music and delicious home cooked meals.  Those meals 
were prepared on two residential stoves in a small hot 
kitchen in the lower level of the Broadview School. Our 
cooks and an army of volunteers did an amazing job 
working in the cramped kitchen with no air  
conditioning all summer.  

 
In 2012 the play setting was 
moved from simple wooden 
benches and a basic stage behind 
the school to a natural 
amphitheatre set in the forest with 
a sound system and lighting. This 
was made possible by a generous 
donation from SASCU and a huge 
campaign to sell seats. Progress! 
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The Salmon Arm Museum and Heritage Association is grateful to the Secwepemc 
First Nation, on whose traditional territory we live, work, and play. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

From the desk of the GM  
 

2021 was a successful but shortened 
season for R.J. Haney Heritage Village 
and Museum. We plowed through Covid
-19, heatwaves, wildfire smoke and 
welcomed 4800 visitors to the Village!   
 

The Sprig of Heather, our full-service restaurant, opened in 
June.  Visitors enjoyed home-cooked meals using the 
vegetables grown on the property or purchased locally and 
our famous rhubarb crisp and fresh-baked goodies.  The Sprig 
of Heather is a great place to enjoy a relaxing meal with 
family and friends.   

 
The Children's Museum and 
Discovery Centre opened in July!  
This summer, some of the best 
memories are of children 
discovering in the Discovery 
Centre.  With the help of our t-
shirt sponsors SASCU, Total 
Office, Justin Maas, and Spectrum 
Signworks, we gave a keepsake t-
shirt to the first 300 kids who 
came to play.   
 
If you did not have a chance to visit the Village this year, I 
recommend adding it to your must-do list next season.  We are 
the Shuswap's largest heritage attraction, and we get better and 

bigger each yearΗ 

We employed 23 youth with funding 
from Canada Summer Jobs at the 
Village from maintenance, gardening, 
kitchen, interpreters, and visitor 
services. These unique employment 
opportunities allowed youth to gain new 
or first-time jobs skills. . .                                               
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Heritage Update 
                To keep you informed about current heritage news and events, we bring you our Heritage Update.  

       We hope you will find these periodic newsletters both useful and entertaining.  
Your feedback is welcome! 
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With the new theatre we 

were able to increase our 

house capacity but the 

physical kitchen still limited 

our numbers.  The old theatre 

seated an audience of 75. 

The new amphitheatre    

seated 150. This added undue 

stress for the volunteers and 

staff.  

The pandemic made it 

impossible to open the 

Village in 2020 but work continued behind the scenes.   The 

former museum gallery and archives space had been 

renovated to become the new Sprig of Heather Restaurant 

named in honour of an establishment run by Elvira Stirling 

and Mrs. Simm in 1914.  We painted the exterior, hung 

curtains and photographs, and reupholstered chairs.  

 

We optimistically re-opened the Village in 2021 and dinner 

theatre was staged 

with a limited 

capacity because 

of ongoing Covid-

19 gathering 

restrictions.  

Meals were 

prepared in the 

state-of-the-art 

kitchen and staff 

and volunteers were thrilled to have professional equipment 

in a roomy and air conditioned work space.   Our summer 

was not without complications. Forest fires plagued the area 

and air quality was at times poor for outdoor theatre 

productions. We ran 23 shows and served 1,245 patrons 

before closing down due to smoke and ongoing Covid-19 

concerns.  

 

We are all excited for 2022 and look forward to showing off 

the new restaurant and patio which offers covered seating for 

150. Check our website for opening dates and volunteer 

opportunities.   

                                 Norma Harisch, President 
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So now, we have 23 new ambassadors in our community. 

 

From February 21-26, 2022, we celebrate Heritage Week.  

The theme for Heritage Week explores the many ways 

heritage can bring us together.  Although the event will 

look slightly different from past Heritage Weeks, we are 

still hosting many of the community's favourite activities 

bringing us together following our Covid-19 Safety Plan, 

Public Health Orders and protocols.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2021, we pivoted the silent auction to an online format, 

and you helped us raise over $8500.00! We will be keeping 

the same format in 2022 using Bidding Owl.  It is fun and 

easy.  Register as a bidder, and the online platform allows 

instant updates if you've been outbid, ensuring you don't 

miss out on the item you want to win!  To register, copy 

and paste or click on the following link  

www.biddingowl.com/Auction/home.cfm?

auctionID=24392 and then once you are on the Bidding 

Owl page, click on the word register on the top right of the 

page and fill in the form. That's it. You will be ready to start 

bidding when the online auction goes live on February 21 at 

9 a.m.   Winning bidders can pick up their items at the 

Village from March 1st-4th, 10:00 am ï 5:00 pm. We will 

be offering curbside pickup.  Follow the signs when you 

enter the Village. 

 

Check out our website at www.salmonarmmuseum.org 

for online contests, updates and announcements as Heritage 

Week approaches. 

 

I want to thank the Haney staff, volunteers, donors and 

funders for sticking with us through Covid-

19.  We could not have made it this far 

without your trust and support.  I am looking 

forward to welcoming you back to the 

Village next season. You are in for some 

surprises! 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Our new wordmark says it all!  
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Some of the best memories are made at R.J. Haney Heritage Village. 
See you in 2022!  

Hold that Position! 
 

Lingford and Honey have a new 
photography studio at R.J. Haney 
Heritage Village and Museum thanks to 
the City of Salmon Armôs Grants-in-Aid 
Program and  the Province of BC and the 

Ministry of Tourism, Arts Culture and Sport CERIP  
Program. The studio is the seventh diorama completed in 
the Montebello building. Combined, the exhibits tell the 
commercial story of our townôs development.  
 
Contractor Wayne Peace has been working on the project 
all fall, except for a week in the bush, communing with 
nature.  
Wayne worked on several historic buildings in the Yukon 
before settling 
in Salmon 
Arm as a 
building 
contractor. He 
knows how to 
match historic 
construction 
methods 
while 
carefully 
working with 
the current 
building code.  
 
A skilled trades person, Wayne has also worked on many 
projects at the Village including the recent quilt storage 
rack, the Haney House kitchen cabinetry, the collections 
areaôs work stations, and the telephone exchange  
switchboard. When we wondered how weôd install the tin 
on exteriors of the Pharmacy and Barbershop & Pool Hall 
buildings in 2017, Wayne stepped up to offer his services. 
He had worked with the stuff before.  
 
When it came time to install the tin ceiling in the Studio and 
Pharmacy, Wayne was just as confident. He needed the 
pattern created by Brian Greerôs Tin company, but then it 
was off to the races.  It warmed this picky curatorôs heart 
when Wayne wasnôt happy until the hand screw heads that 
he used to install the ceiling matched the powder coated tin. 
It took three attempts, but a match was made! 
 
It was obvious we were dealing with a pro. 
 
Wayne met with designer Cuyler Page and they discussed 
details. The display is an old school explanation of the  

 
 
 
magic of photography. The darkroom studio is painted 
black, at Wayneôs thoughtful suggestion. His dad had a  
darkroom and Wayne knew that a flat black was preferred.  
Wayne found a sink at the ReStore and custom built a 
counter to hold the developer, stop bath, and fixer trays.   
 
In the mean time, President and Haney resident artist Norma 
Harisch painted the backdrop for the studio based on 
archival examples. Norma spent hours and hours at home 
perfecting the greenery, column, and landscape on her eight

-foot-wide canvas and 
her efforts have paid 
off. Her mural-sized 
backdrop is stunning. 
 

Join us next spring for 
a photo opportunity in 
The Studio. Bring your 
cell phone to document 
the experience, but 
please convert your 
camera to black and 
white! 

                                     

Deborah 
Chapman, Curator  
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W.J. Honey (left) with his father-in-law,  
Asahel Bond, and Agnes Lucy Honey. The children 
are: Nellie, Jack, and Max. 
 
Photo credit: Rex Lingford circa 1913 
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